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Coverlet College 2026

Coverlet Market Open
Attendees can offer coverlet and weaving related objects for sale in the classroom opposite the entrance
to the all-purpose room. This room will be locked during presentations and off hours.

Friday Evening - September 25

7:00 - 8:30 Meet & Greet Reception

Stop by and visit with old and new friends. Meet our presenters and other attendees.
Informal, light offerings of wine, cheese, fruit and more will be available.

Saturday Morning - September 26
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Registration and Continental Breakfast (fruit, Danish, coffee and juices)
Opening Remarks and Introduction of Attendees Melinda Zongor

#1 — Flax & Linen Symposium 2026 Overview Cassie Dickson
Cassie will show a snapshot of all the incredible workshops and presentations that attendees experienced
at the Flax and Linen Symposium held here in Bedford in August. A wide range of linen-related topics was
covered, including flax processing, spinning, flax tools, historic tape looms, flax paper, natural dyeing
cellulose fibers, linen stamps and inks, grain bags, and using your hand-spun linen just to name a few!
The August program was recorded and will be available for a year. It is not too late to sign up!

Short Break

#2 — Coverlet Weaving’s Muncian: William Lowmiller Katherine Folmar
William Lowmiller originally began his weaving career in Level Corners, Pennsylvania, before finally
settling in Muncy, Pennsylvania. In Muncy, Lowmiller established his reputation as a weaver. Today, the
Muncy Historical Society still recognizes the important impact Lowmiller made on Muncy by preserving a
collection of his coverlets, his Jacquard attachment, and his punch cards. This presentation will examine
the life of William Lowmiller and the Muncy Historical Society’s efforts to preserve his legacy.

Long Break (fruit and juices)

#3 — Red, White, and True Blue: The Economics of Revolutionary Dyes in 1776 Sara Bixler
What did it actually take to color the world of an 18th-century weaver? In July 1776, the classic reds and
blues of early American coverlets were caught in the crosshairs of global politics and trade blockades.

This presentation explores the fascinating history, global economics, and material reality of the dyestuffs
available at the birth of the nation, revealing how politics shaped the palette of early American textiles.

Short Break

Catered Lunch

#4 — Tour of the FIBER TO FABRIC Melinda Zongor & Ron Walter
STAY AT HOME AND USE ME WELL Exhibition Part 1
Short Break
#5 — When is a Coverlet not a Coverlet Pat Donald

Research examining white on white counterpanes, which were woven for approximately 100 years (1800-
1900) in America, will be presented. Most of these white bedcovers, called counterpanes, were made with
cotton on four shaft looms, when patriotism was high and there was a rise in made-in-America products.
Counterpanes and coverlets have similarities but also have distinct differences in weaves, fibers used, and
coloring, which justify the use of different names for these bedcovers. However, across multiple states
more data has been collected on weavers who wove both coverlets and counterpanes during this period.
The appearance of some of these counterpanes blurs the lines between counterpanes and coverlets.

Long Break (fruit, cookies, and drinks)



2:55 #6 — Linen, Cotton, and Woolen Textiles Ron Walter
Learn about the textiles prevalent in southeast Pennsylvania in the German communities such as tow bed
tick, bed case, linen sheet, tow pillow bolster, linen pillow bolster case, linen pillow cases, tow and linen
geometric and fancy tablecloths, tow and linen hand towels, show hand towels, and linen runners. Also,
some linen textiles from New England will be shown.

3:40 Short Break

3:50 #7 — Tied & True: The many variations of Beiderwand (and how to identify them) Emily Barth Perett
Nineteenth century coverlets use many different weave structures, and the terminology used to describe
them can be confusing. This presentation will focus on the term "Beiderwand." | will cover how it works,
what's meant by "tied" versus "true" Beiderwand, the "Crosson" type, and confusing warp ratios. Using
plenty of images for reference, | will discuss how to visually identify all of the different variations and how
to tell it apart from other weave structures that look similar.

4:35 Closing Remarks and Graduation Melinda Zongor
4:45 Dinner on Your Own

Saturday Evening - September 26

7:00 Discovery Session for Coverlets brought by Attendees New to Coverlets all
Learn information about coverlets brought in by attendees new to coverlets.
7:30 —9:00 Combined Coverlet Show and Tell for Day 1 and Day 2 all

Bring one or two of your favorite coverlets to show and discuss.

Day 2 Sessions

Sunday Morning - September 27
8:30 Registration and Continental Breakfast (fruit, Danish, coffee, and juices)

9:00 Opening Remarks and Introduction of Attendees Melinda Zongor

9:15  #1 — Resurrecting the Green Book: Reweaving Davison's Legacy for the 21st Century Sara Bixler
Over the last two years, a collective of weavers across the United States undertook a monumental task:
reweaving every single sample in Marguerite Porter Davison’s iconic A Handweaver's Pattern Book. In
this presentation, discover the triumphs and technical challenges of this massive preservation project —
from the initial spark of inspiration through the meticulous draft corrections and modern high-definition
photography that are bringing this historic legacy into the future.

10:00 Short Break

10:10 #2 — Orleans County NY Coverlets and what (little) we know about the weavers Marty Schlabach
A Brief Tribute to Peter Jensen (1949-2026)
At least 70 coverlets have been documented from Orleans County, NY. Orleans County NY sits on the
southern shore of Lake Ontario about midway between Buffalo and Rochester. Identifying the weavers
has been a challenge. No weaver advertisements have been found and tantalizingly little other evidence
has shown up and even that is less than convincing. Perhaps you can help fill out the picture.

This will be preceded by a brief tribute to Peter Jensen (1949-2026); a researcher of coverlet weavers,
weaving technology and an incidental coverlet collector.

10:55 Long Break (fruit and juices)

11:15 #3 — Soldat, Blaufarber, und Teppichweber: The Life and Legacy Jonah Weaver
of Coverlet Weaver Christian L. Lochman
Christian L. Lochman, a coverlet weaver from Hamburg, Pennsylvania, was a veteran of the War of 1812
and son of a Hessian auxiliary. While his sons did not adopt his weaving craft, they were successful in a
new-fangled trade of their own. This presentation will explore relationships and changing technologies in
Early America from the perspective of three generations of Lochmans.

12:00 Short Break
12:10 Catered Lunch
12:55 #4 — Tour of the FIBER TO FABRIC Melinda Zongor & Ron Walter
STAY AT HOME AND USE ME WELL Exhibition Part 2
1:35 Short Break



1:45 #5 — Hetchels, Spinning Wheels, and Grain Bags Ron Walter
Hetchels were used to separate the processed flax into fine line linen and the hetchel caught the coarse
fibers in the tines. These coarse fibers, called tow, could be spun into coarse yarn using a tow spinning
wheel. The hetchels in the exhibition date from 1674 to 1844. There are many types of spinning wheels in
the exhibition, and several different styles will be presented. The grain bags were used to carry grain to
the grist mill and bring flour back home. Grain bags have names, often a number, sometimes a year, and
other motifs stamped onto them. Also, some grain bag stamps will be presented.

2:30 Closing Remarks and Graduation Melinda Zongor

Class Schedule Subject to Change.

Coverlet Marketplace

Attendees are encouraged to bring antique coverlets or related items to sell during Coverlet College weekend. Sellers will be
responsible for tagging individual items with relevant details (NMAC will provide tags) and arranging sales directly with buyers prior to
our closing session on Sunday. Although not required, we hope you will consider donating a portion and/or the proceeds of your sale to
support the Museum’s mission. Donations can be made upon the conclusion of the conference via the Donate button on our website or
by cash, credit card, or personal check at the event.

Sara Bixler of York Haven, PA, is the owner and resident instructor of Red Stone Glen Fiber Arts Center, and acting President for the
Board of Directors for The National Museum of the American Coverlet. As a second-generation weaver, and daughter of Tom Knisely,
she brings to her classroom a lifetime of experience in spinning, weaving and dyeing. Her love of history, and the study of different
culture's textile practices inspire her work and the curriculum offered at Red Stone Glen, set on an idyllic 50-acre property in south
central Pennsylvania.

Cassie Dickson of Whittier, NC, is a heritage member of the Southern Highland Craft Guild and specializes in spinning, natural dyeing,
and the traditional art of coverlet and linen weaving. With a passion for preserving historical craftsmanship, Cassie grows flax and
processes the fiber into linen. She has raised silkworms for the past 36 years, processing the silk cocoons to silk fabric, an interesting
story of our country’s history. Her work is dedicated to preserving the traditions of the past.

Pat Donald’s fascination with counterpane weaves started in the early 2000. She has given presentations for Fiber and Weaving
Guilds in seven states from Washington state to Boston, MA, and Cleveland, OH to Atlanta, GA since 2016. She has presented at the
Weaving History Conference, Thousand Island Art Center and Hand Weaving Museum, Clayton, NY for several years, Historic Textile
Forum, Marshfield, VT, and J.C. Campbell Folk School workshops. Additionally, she has visited 20 museums and archives to document
over 300 handwoven counterpanes. Patis a member of the Seattle Weaver’s Guild and the Chattahoochee Weaver’s Guild and a
former member of four other weaving guilds before moving to Alabama. Pat is interested in historic textiles and was a member of the
Early Weaving Books and Manuscripts, Sampling the Old Fashioned Way and Early American Coverlets and Counterpanes study
groups through Complex Weavers before these study groups recently disbanded. She is a member of the Zoom structures study group
through the Seattle Weaver’s Guild and the History study group through ANWG. Pat has published in Shuttle, Spindle, and Dyepot in
2022, Eight Shaft: Beyond the Beginning, edited by Laurie Autio 2022 and has an upcoming article in Complex Weavers Journal
October 2026. Samples of her counterpane weaves have been displayed through SEFAA — History of Georgia Exhibit, ANWG —
instructors show, and as a part of a wall hanging entitled Weave Across America currently on display at TIAC.

Katherine Folmar is a senior history major at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. During the school year, Katherine works
as an intern at the Foster and Muriel McCarl Coverlet Gallery. A native of Montoursville, Pennsylvania, she spends her summers
interning with the Muncy Historical Society.

Emily Perett (née Barth) of Stahlstown, PA, took up spinning and weaving as a hobby during graduate school. One thing led to
another, and in 2023, she became the curator of the Foster and Muriel McCarl Coverlet Gallery at Saint Vincent College in Latrobe,
Pennsylvania. In addition to curating two coverlet exhibitions yearly, she works with student interns to digitize coverlet collections and
resources. Her current projects are the Coverlet Documentation Project (www.coverletgallery.org/documentation) and "The Coverlet
Index" online encyclopedia of coverlet patterns and weavers (coverletindex.miraheze.org).

Marty Schlabach of Interlaken, NY, came to coverlets through his wife, Mary Jean Welser. She has been interested in and collected
textiles for many years, with a particular interest in quilts. Something more than 10 years ago, while pawing through a pile of textiles at
a local estate sale, Mary Jean came across two whole cloth, early 19th century quilts and one geometric overshot coverlet fragment.
Thus started their interest in exploration and collection of coverlets. As a retired librarian, Marty particularly enjoys the historical
research associated with learning about coverlets. Marty and Mary Jean live in the Finger Lakes area of New York and spend
substantial time gardening and working on their 1840s Greek Revival farmhouse.

Ron Walter of Hilltown, PA, is a respected coverlet historian with broad experience in early textile tools and techniques. He researches
American textiles, with coverlets both fancy and geometric, and their weavers as his primary interest. He also researches textile-related
tools used in the home and on the farm from about 1750 to 1875. His special interests are fiber processing tools including decorated
and dated hetchels and their makers and spinning wheels and their makers. He is a member of the NMAC Board of Directors, the
CCGA (Colonial Coverlet Guild of America) president and the CCGA Newsletter editor.



Jonah Weaver of Danville, PA, is a senior public history student at Saint Vincent College. He works as a Research Intern at the
McCarl Coverlet Gallery on campus, as well as an Administrative Archivist at C-K Composites in Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania. Weaver
is a contributor to the Coverlet Index, researching and writing biographies. He recently completed his senior thesis investigating the
artwork and history of Pittsburgh's Pitassi Stained Glass Studio. He is learning to weave.

Melinda Zongor of Bedford PA, NMAC Director/Curator, has been “hanging around” coverlets for over 45 years. As a former collector,
weaver and antiques dealer specializing in coverlets, she has authored books on the subject and has worked with collectors, the
antiques trade, the feature film industry, print media and a variety of groups, large and small. She and her late husband Laszlo were
co-founders of the Coverlet Museum.



